Primary Geographer

Using literature for rich learning§
in Geography: the Through My
Eyes series

Lyn White, series creator and editor

Introduction

primary aim of the Australian Curriculum: Geography is to develop in students: “... a sense of wonder, curiosity and

respectaboutplaces, people, cultures and environments throughout the world” (Australian Curriculum, Assessment
and Reporting Authority, 2014). Global education is committed to the realisation of the “unity and interdependence of
human society, developing a sense of self and appreciation of cultural diversity, affirmation of social justice and human
rights, as well as building peace and actions for a sustainable future in different times and places” (Global Education,
2014). What better way to achieve these aims in the primary setting than through story? Narrative is a powerful tool for
learning - stories help students make sense of their own lives and those of others. The Through My Eyes series, published
by Allen & Unwin, explores our cultural diversity and shared humanity, informing and challenging our students on
their journey towards becoming responsible and active global citizens. Through My Eyes is a very timely and unique gift
for 21* century educators.
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Figure 1: The series

Through My Eyes is an engaging, realistic fiction series for 11-14 year olds that presents the lives of children living in
contemporary conflict zones. The six stories captivate the reader with diverse geographical settings, historically accurate
events, compelling storytelling and a vivid portrayal of culture and identity. Each stand-alone text pays tribute to the
courage and perseverance of the thousands of children whose lives have been forever changed by war. Many of these
children are in our classrooms and our communities. These sensitive, inclusive, apolitical stories are a perfect resource
to encourage a global perspective across the primary curriculum.
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Fach book hasa map, timeline, glossary of ethnic vocabulary and further reading section. Teaching and learning guides,
linked to the Australian Curriculum, can be downloaded from the Through My Eyes microsite: www.throughmyeyesbooks.
com.au.

The contemporary texts include a multiplicity of strong relevant themes that can be explored at various levels of
complexity and depth.
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Figure 2: Series themes

Relevance to the Australian Curriculum

The series strongly supports engagementwith the Australian Curriculum/AusVELS: Geography Years 5 and 6. The varied
contexts are highly suitable for integrated, inquiry-based learning across several other learning areas including English
and AusVELS Physical, Personal and Social Learning, particularly Civics and Citizenship and Interpersonal Development.
Two of the six texts, Shahana by Rosanne Hawke and Maliniby Robert Hillman, support the cross-curriculum priority of
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia and all texts link to the general capabilities of Intercultural understanding
and Ethical understanding.

Through My Eyes and the Geographical Concepts

The stories focus students’ attention on the key concepts of Place, Environment, Interconnection, Sustainability and
Change.

Book 1: Shahana by Rosanne Hawke
Azad Kashmir 2011

Thirteen-year-old orphan Shahanaand her brother Tanveer live in aremote mountain village close to the heavily-patrolled
Line of Control that separates Pakistani-controlled Kashmir from Indian-occupied Jammu. Shahana’s connection to her
world is severely compromised on many levels as are her human rights. Following an avalanche, Tanveer is kidnapped by
arogue carpet maker and Shahana must be sold to the highest bidder to secure his release. An Indian militant rescues
the children and with the resumption of education, there is renewed hope of a brighter future.
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Book 2: Amina by J.L. Powers
Mogadishu, Somalia 2011

Fouteen-year-old Amina lives with her family in the bombed-out city of Mogadishu. Two decades of civil war, severe
drought and famine have devastated the country. When her father is arrested for his political art, and her brother
abducted by al-Shabaab, Amina uses her environment, the detritus of war, to create art to inspire fellow Somalis. As
al-Shabaab retreat, Amina wonders if the social and economic structures of her world can be rebuilt. She determines
to do her best to create a sustainable future for her generation.

Book 3: Naveed by John Heffernan
Bagram, Afghanistan 2014

Thirteen-year-old Naveed lives with his mother and amputee sister near the US Bagram Airfield. Since his father’s death,
Naveed cannotattend school but works to sustain his family. He befriends Jake, an Australian explosives detection officer
at Bagram. Jake offers Naveed and his dog, Nasera, the chance to train at the base. This unlikely friendship bridges
cultural divisions and signals hope for Naveed’s future. When cousin Akmed returns from a Pakistani Madrassa, the
dangers of Islamic extremism threaten to overcome Naveed’s world but his courage and compassion save his family.

Book 4: Emilio by Sophie Masson
Mexico City 2012

Fourteen-year old Emilio’s world is suddenly turned upside down when a drug cartel gang kidnap his mother and the
sinister rumble of the drug war becomes an audible reality. The close-knit Mexican family endure a long, agonising
ordeal as they negotiate her release. Emilio’s connection with the young Evita, who represents the vulnerable children
caughtup in the violence and exploitation, creates a gripping text as we see how money, trade and geographical location
is dramatically affecting thousands of innocent Mexicans caught up in drug-related violence.

Book 5: Malini by Robert Hillman
Sri Lanka 2009

Fourteen-year-old Malini and her family are being herded by troops to a narrow enclave in north-east Sri Lanka. Malini
and her sister escape into the forest, beginning a dangerous eventful journey to refuge. Malini loves geography and
relies upon her skills to navigate herself and a group of orphans through the tropical land so devastated by war.

Book 6: Zafir by Prue Mason (To be published March 2015)
Homs, Syria 2011

Zafir and his family having recently arrived in Homs from Dubai are caught up in the early days of the conflict that
quickly engulfs the country in violence and dislocation. That’s all I am telling you at this point — all will be revealed on
its release!

The Through My Eyes series is already creating rich learning for students and is definitely a valuable resource for teachers
and students negotiating the Australian Curriculum: Geography in the primary setting. Please note this article has been
written from the perspective of an experienced teacher-librarian and EAL teacher who has entered the publishing
industry in order to create the kind of texts our students need to read.
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